[Discussion on the quality marker of rehmanniae radix praeparata in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia].
In the Chinese Pharmacopoeia (2010 edition), the minimum limit of verbascoside (acteoside) in Rehmanniae Radix Praeparata (RRP) was set at 0.20%, the rationality of the standard was evaluated in this paper. 10 samples of Rehmanniae Radix (RR) and RRP were collected or prepared. According to the traditional method, different samples of RRP were prepared from the same batch of RR, and the content of verbascoside was determined by HPLC. The average content of verbascoside in RR and RRP was 0.0226% and 0.0097%, respectively, and their difference was up to the level of P < 0.01. The content of verbascoside was found decreased with processing time increasing. Long-time storage also results in substantial loss of verbascoside. Processing results in verbascoside decreasing significantly. It is unreasonable that RR and RRP have the same standard in the content of verbascoside. It is suggested that the maximum limit of verboscoside should be set in the new version of Chinese pharmacopoeia.